
HOME SWEET HOME: LADY BISON TO COMPETE IN SUGAR BOWL
The Howard University volleyball team is gearing up to take a 1,000 mile trip to New Orleans, Louisiana to compete in the 13th annual Allstate
Sugar Bowl on Friday...

by Tiamoyo Harris September 11, 2014

The Howard University volleyball team is gearing up to take a 1,000 mile trip to New Orleans, Louisiana to compete in the 13th annual Allstate Sugar Bowl on
Friday and Saturday. The trip will serve as a homecoming for several of the Lady Bison as four of them are originally from the Pelican State.

“We never get to play in front of our family and friends,” said sophomore middle blocker Janaya Hampton, a native of Harvey, Louisiana. “My grandmother
didn’t get to see me play a lot in high school because she was in the hospital a lot, so this is going to be one of the first times she sees me play.”

Although it has been about 10 years since the team has traveled this far to compete, Hampton along with outside hitters Dominique Cleggett and Katherine
Broussard, and left back Morgan Marlbrough are excited to go back home to compete.

“Most people just see our stats online, so we’re excited and nervous at the same time, but I think it is going to motivate us,” Broussard said.

The Lady Bison (3-5), will face Tulane and Florida Atlantic of Conference USA as well as Southeastern Louisiana of the Southland Conference.

Arguably, one of Howard’s toughest opponents in the Sugar Bowl will be Tulane, who last season finished second overall in Conference USA. Florida Atlantic
will also be competitive, as the Owls are returning from a season in which they advanced to the Conference USA tournament for the first time since 2006. As
for Southeastern Louisiana, Howard head coach Shaun Kupferberg has described them as an “up and coming team on the rise.”

“Our preseason is a little tougher than our regular season on purpose because we need to see where we are on a national standpoint,” Kupferberg said.
“Tulane is probably better than a lot of the team’s at the top of the MEAC, so we’re going to have to pull ourselves together and see where our weaknesses
are.”

This weekend, the four Louisiana natives will team up to take on the opposition, whereas just a few years ago they were standing across the net from each
other.

“We thought it was so crazy we ended up [at Howard] together because we all played each other and knew each other in high school,” Cleggett said. “After
we’re done, we’re going to visit everybody around and hopefully we’ll go by Katherine [Broussard’s] house.”

According to Kupferberg, recruiting the Louisianans first kicked off with Broussard and one by one he spotted more talent in the area. In all, eight players of
Howard’s 17-player roster are from the Deep South. This includes, outside hitters Assata Conway, Meagan Lagerlef and Jasmine Sasser from the neighboring
state of Texas, and setter Briana Jackson from Florida.
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The Lady Bison are not too concerned that returning to their home state will become a distraction that will negatively affect their performance on the court.

“I feel like just focusing on us and just controlling what we do on our side is going to keep us focused,” Marlbrough said. “We’ve shown in earlier matches this
season that we have potential to play at a higher level, we just have to get consistent.”

Once the Lady Bison are finished in New Orleans, they will head back on the road on September 19 to compete in the North Carolina State Invitational.
Later this month, the team will play its first home game against University of Maryland, Baltimore County on September 26.
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D.C.’S First Race for Attorney General October 27, 2014

“The Pictorial History of the African American Athlete” Sets the Record Straight October 27, 2014

The High Cost of Dropping Out of Higher Education October 27, 2014

Profiling Allyson Carpenter October 26, 2014

Three Shot in Hyattsville, Maryland near UTC October 26, 2014

The Hilltop is the student voice of Howard University.
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