
Pirouette to Success (Profile story) 

By Tiamoyo Harris  

Twitter: Ward 8 resident 16-year old Reggie who previously 

performed for White House, practices ballet at THE ARC hoping to 

become a professional dancer. 

East of the Anacostia River in D.C. is a neighborhood where 

statistics frequently ignite negative stereotypes.  But the 

statistics and demographics aren’t the only characteristics 

that make up a neighborhood. What the statistics don’t show 

is Reggie Jackson Jr. Jackson is the Town Hall Education 

Arts Recreation Campus’ (THE ARC) All-Star Student of 

the Month and a former participant in Washington Ballet at 

THE ARC in Ward 8.  

“Ballet really built me and got my confidence up,” Jackson 

said. “I really started doing it for the girls, but then I really 

liked it. Everybody around here knows me now. THE ARC is a safe place to be. It’s part of my 

family.” 

Jackson, 16, who has been with THE ARC since he was eight years old, has participated with the 

Washington Ballet program for more than eight years. Not only did he practice ballet, he 

practiced modern, hip-hop, jazz and African dance. Being a young African-American male 

dancing in a ballet program wasn’t necessarily the most common or accepted extra-curricular 

activity, but the benefits have paid off for Jackson. He’s received a scholarship and internship 

from programs at The Rec.  Jackson has performed at the White House multiple times, the 

National Mall, the ARC’s annual gala and New York City. At 12, he performed as a zombie in a 

reenactment of Michael Jackson’s Thriller.   

 “When he first came up here and he started dancing, I asked him if he was sure about ballet, but 

he said he wanted to do it so I supported him all the way,” said his father, Reggie Jackson Sr. 

who works at the front desk at THE ARC. “Not only has The Rec helped my son, but it’s helped 

my whole family. I’m a single father with two kids. I didn’t know anything about raising kids. 

The staff here has been here for me and my family.” 

Ballet practice at THE ARC wasn’t always easy for Jackson Jr. When he was younger, he had a 

troubling experience with the neighborhood kids on the way home from practice.  

“It was my day off and when I came back they told me that Reggie had got jumped.” Officer 

Neil Mackalester said. “I told him, next time you get approached like that don’t say anything 

about ballet.”  



While people continued to taunt Jackson Jr., he finally 

accepted in his talent.  

“As I got older, I just rubbed it off,” Jackson Jr. said. 

“They’re {society} just going to hate while I move 

forward in life.” 

While Jackson Jr. may have been ridiculed, his talent 

caught the attention of those around him.  

“He wasn’t the first boy I had seen do ballet, but he was 

always here, and always practicing,” Community Engagement Coordinator of Washington 

Ballet, Sonitra MacRall said. “There are some younger male students now and they have an older 

example and know that it’s ok.” 

Jackson Jr.’s talent and this father’s persuasiveness got him an audition at the Duke Ellington 

School of Arts.  After impressing the judges, he was accepted into the program and started this 

year. Though he graduated from THE ARC, he still participates in the “I CAN at THE ARC 

Theater” internship program- allowing him to hear about technical theater management.  

 “Reggie went from this little scrawny big-head little boy to this mini man in such a short period 

of time,” said Jackson Jr.’s dance instructor Ralph Genroe at the Washington Ballet. “I gave him 

the materials he needed to take it to the next step and now he has his foot in the door and he’s 

continuing to grow.”   

While ballet might not be on every 16-year-old boy’s resume, Jackson Jr. still has the same 

interest as other boys his age.   He loves sports, frequently playing basketball at the Rec center 

and loves playing video games. He looks up to his idols, Michael Jackson and Usher, and hopes 

to one day become a professional dancer.  For now, he’s improving on his dance skills every 

practice he can.  

“Ballet is a sport, dancing is an actual sport. Having to lift up girls and hold them I had to get 

stronger. Whenever we had a break, I would go do push-ups,” Jackson Jr. said. “I’m just trying 

to get better, so I can get a scholarship and go to a school like Baylor.”  

The one who’s probably been there since the beginning and is Jackson Jr.’s biggest supporter is 

his father, Jackson Sr.  

“It’s been great watching him excel,” Jackson Sr. said. “I’m just here for support and watching 

him go and go.” 


