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FORT KNOX, KY ‚ This summer, ROTC cadets from colleges and
universities all over the U.S. are training at Fort Knox to learn the
leadership skills and standard they will need to become Army
officers in the future. With daily hard work and separation from
family for weeks at a time, they have sacrificed sweat and tears.
However, blood was voluntarily as some cadets chose to donate their
blood after their training through the Armed Services Blood Program
(ASBP) before the Fourth of July weekend.

ASBP is not your average blood drive — the blood directly supports
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A different kind of 4th: Fort Knox cadets donate
blood for fellow soldiers
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U.S. troops who are protecting the nation’s freedom. In five days or
less, some of the cadet’s blood will be in Afghanistan saving a
soldier’s life.

“I just thought it would be good to help someone else out. Plus, I
might need blood one day,” Cadet Initial Entry Training Program
(CIET) Cadet Olivia McNeal, a rising senior chemistry major from
Jackson State University in Mississippi says.

McNeal, like many other cadets who donated blood to ASBP, is a
first-time blood donor. An aspiring doctor in the military, she saw
donating blood as another way to serve her country. Patriotism runs
high amongst these cadets even outside of Independence Day
weekend.

Still, many of them, like CIET Cadet Andrew Wiggins, a rising
sophomore political science major at East Tennessee State
University, will celebrate the Fourth of July for the first time as a
freshly-contracted cadet.
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Cadet Andrew Wiggins prepares to give blood to Armed Services for first time

“I’ve never really thought about it until now,” Wiggins says.
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“I guess maybe I feel better about it knowing that I’m a part of the
process now that ensures the nation continues to have Fourth of
July’s.”

Feeling the need to ensure the nation’s safety was one reason Maj.
Thomas Dunaway, an ROTC professor of Military Science at Leigh
University, decided to rejoin the Army in 2010. Prior to that time,
Dunaway had served his country for nearly 20 years, enlisting in the
National Guard in 1988. He was deployed in Iraq from February 2003
to July 2004 where he was shot and his hearing was damaged. When
called up to join the Army again, he knew he wanted to help the
cause.

As the nation celebrates its 239th birthday, Dunaway, who has been
a key speaker at a few Fourth of July events, thinks everyone should
take the time to appreciate the Army and the greatest of the county.

“Our form of government is an experiment. The first of its kind to be
tested out on such a large scale,” Dunaway says.

“Here we are over 200 years later in a nation that defines itself not
by your birth, but by your abilities. It’s ennobling and exciting to be a
part of defending this experiment.”

MORE INFORMATION

http://www.usatoday.com/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcollege.usatoday.com%2f2015%2f07%2f03%2f4th-fort-knox-cadets-donate-blood-for-fellow-soldiers%2f&id=ma-150704162530-35dad1ec
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Cadet Maridel Agas waits to get get blood pressure checked before she donates blood

For CIET Cadet Maridel Agas, a Hawaii native attending Pacific Luther
University in Washington, the fireworks and the Fourth of July are a
special moment to she and her family, who while she is at school,
are over 2,500 miles away. This year, she will return home for the
holiday and celebrate graduating from the CIET program just days
before.

“The summer time is the only time in the year that I get to see them
because plane tickets are so expensive. I’m really looking forwarded
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This article comes from The USA TODAY College Contributor network. The views
expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect the views of USA TODAY. You
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photo- or video-sharing pages, or other areas of the Site through which users can
supply information or material. However, we reserve the right at all times, in our sole

to going home and having a fireworks celebration on the beach.”
Agas says.

Jacob Means, a rising senior business administration major from
California Polytechnic University will remain at Fort Knox on hold for
his next assignment during Independence Day. He will graduate
from the CIET program and head straight into the Cadet Leadership
Course (CLC) program for the duration of summer. Although he will
not have the luxury of celebrating the holiday with a barbeque in
Santa Cruz like last year with friends and family, he is still looking
forward to his holiday company.

“I think it’ll be cool to be around a lot of other people who have the
exact frame of mind about the military as well,” Means says. “It’s a
day for me to kind of take pride in the freedom of our country.”

Taylor Tiamoyo Harris is a student at Howard University and a member of the USA
TODAY College contributor network.
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